HISTORY

The Royal Opera House, Mumbai is widely touted as the city’s Cultural Crown Jewel and India’s only surviving Opera House. The original idea for the space was conceived of in 1908 by Maurice Bandmann, a famous entertainer from Calcutta,
and Jehangir Framji Karaka, who headed a coal brokers’ firm.
This Baroque edifice was inaugurated in 1911 by King George V, and eventually completed in 1916. The design incorporated a blend of European and Indian detailing. Twenty-six rows of boxes behind the stalls were put up for the best view of the stage. The ceiling was constructed to enable even those in the gallery to hear every word uttered by the performers.
By 1917, the Opera House, like many other theatres, became in part a cinema. In 1925 it ceased to be a dramatic theatre when British Pathe rented it for screening their films. Among leading musicians and actors who performed at the theatre were Bal Gandharva, Krishna Master, Bapu Pendharkar, Master Dinanath, Jyotsna Bhole, Londhe, Patwardhanbuwa, and Prithviraj Kapoor. In 1935 Ideal Pictures Ltd. acquired the theatre and completely renovated it in the following year, including new flooring, tiles, doors, window frames and coloured cements. By 1980, video films adversely impacted the popularity of cinema and a number of theatres were closed by the 1990s.
The Maharaja of Gondal, Shri Vikramsinhji, bought the Opera House in 1952. His son, Shri Jyotendrasinhji, commissioned its restoration in 2010 under the leadership of conservation architect, Abha Narain Lambah. The Royal Opera House Mumbai was included on the 2012 World Monuments Watch to raise awareness about its history and significance, and support preservation efforts. 

(Short)
The Royal Opera House, Mumbai is widely touted as the city’s Cultural Crown Jewel and India’s only surviving Opera House. Inaugurated in 1911 by King George V, the design incorporated a blend of European and Indian detailing. The space became a cinema in later years before shutting in the 1990s. Fittingly, the space has been owned by the Royal Family of Gondal since 1952 and was eventually restored by the conservation architect, Abha Narain Lambah under the leadership of the current Maharaja of Gondal, Shri Jyotendrasinhji. 



SALIENT FEATURES 
The reopened facility features a 575 - seater auditorium with avant- garde technological up gradations, including acoustics, stagecraft, lighting and air- conditioning, while retaining the old world charm of the proscenium stage, the royal boxes and the magnificent regal chandeliers. Some more enhancements to the venue include a motorized screen, co-axial ceiling speaker system, Four-zone volume control and all round wifi access.
---
Total Seating Capacity: 575 over 3 levels (Royal Stalls, Dress Circle & Grand Balcony)
Co-axial Ceiling Speaker System for Foyer, Ticket Lobby & Common Areas
Sound Systems from Soundcraft, Crown, JBL, dbx by Harman, AKG
High Quality Monitor Speaker for Green Room and Backstage
Four Zone Volume Controller Panel
Proposed Jazz bar, Cafe & a Gift shop on the premises



REOPENING
The Royal Opera House, Mumbai, now one of the last remaining Baroque structures in the city, reopened after 23 years in October 2016. On this gracious evening, tribute was paid to its operatic legacy, with celebrated soprano Patricia Rozario, India’s only International working singer in Western music performing operatic arias and songs accompanied on the piano by Mark Troop. This was surely a historic milestone for Western classical music in India with opera being sung again on its stage after nearly a century. With this, the Royal Opera House, Mumbai re-established itself as a performance space of international quality, a cultural venue par excellence and a prime example of restored and renewed city heritage. 


CURATORIAL VISION
(LONG)
While the building is much lauded, we present this edifice primarily as a space to re-energize and revitalize the city; a space that is a democratic cultural and performance venue. The curatorial vision of the Royal Opera House Mumbai aims to be inclusive to all forms of culture and performance. 

To this end, we are committed to hosting quality performances and events through meaningful collaborations spanning the breadth of culture and the performing arts. We are keen to invite regional & international operatic performers, solo artistes, dance troops, music ensembles, musicians, literary figures, theatre troops, symphonies and more!

While balancing the financials of a newly reopened space and the constraints that come with it, our aim is to stay true to its legacy and history while building a contemporary, forward thinking brand with comprehensive thoughts, ideas and programming. Therefore, our program is a diverse mix of corporate and remunerative events, broad based support for the arts, eclectic performances, cultural diplomacy and socially conscious ventures. From hosting film festivals, design awards, English and regional plays, children’s theatre troops, stand-up comedy acts and showcasing stalwarts from the worlds of Western and Indian Classical music to serving as the glamorous backdrop for fashion shoots, and galvanizing the cultural heritage of the city, the Royal Opera House Mumbai aims to reach across age barriers, cultural niches and even country borders to be an accessible space for all. 

The venue also seeks to invigorate cultural diplomatic relations and we invite partnerships with and inquiries from Consular presences in the city. 

All hats tipped to the Hon. Director, Mr. Ashish Doshi and dynamic Curator of the Royal Opera House, Asad Lalljee, who continues to renergise the old with injecting new and fresh programming into this venerated historical institution!

The Royal Family of Gondal show their true-blue (blood) nature with their continued dynamic support of the arts and culture at the Royal Opera House. 









(SHORT)
From a curatorial standpoint we present this edifice primarily as a space to re-energize and revitalize the city; a space that is a democratic cultural and performance venue. To this end, we are committed to hosting quality performances and events through meaningful collaborations spanning the breadth of culture and the performing arts. Therefore, our program is a diverse mix of corporate and remunerative events, broad based support for the arts, eclectic performances, cultural diplomacy and socially conscious ventures. From hosting consular events, film festivals, design awards, English and regional plays, children’s theatre troops, stand-up comedy acts and showcasing stalwarts from the worlds of Western and Indian Classical music to serving as the glamorous backdrop for fashion shoots, and galvanizing the cultural heritage of the city, the Royal Opera House Mumbai aims to reach across age barriers, cultural niches and even country borders to be an accessible space for all.


CURATORIAL ENHANCEMENTS
With a proposed arts initiative, we plan to curate art interventions in situ to infuse life into the venue besides performance and culture-related programming. These interventions, experiential exhibitions, retrospectives and installations will be rotated quarterly and will either pay homage to the building and its legacy or stand in stark opposition. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
Come experience the magic and grandeur of the venue today! Our team will be delighted to assist with a personalized tour, technical information and venue availability.

For more information please contact us at 
[bookmark: _GoBack]info@royaloperahouse.in

Social Media Handles:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/royaloperahousemumbai/
Twitter: @MumbaiOpera
Instagram: @mumbaiopera
 

